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Spring 2019 State Assessment Name,Length and Time Changes 
 

 
To build a stronger and fairer New Jersey Education System,the New Jersey Department of Education (NJDOE} is 

committed to working in partnership with educators and families in districts from across the state to build a 

coherent  system of aligned academic standards and assessments. 

 
The NJDOE has worked in collaboration with the State Board of Education and other stakeholders to develop 

proposed changes to Chapter 8,Standards and Assessment,of the administrative code. These proposed changes 

that are being considered by the State Board- addressing the number of required assessments in high school and 

the graduation assessment requirements- are summarized on the  NJDOE Assessments website. The proposed 

changes have not been adopted and the current regulations  remain in effect. 

 
Separately,the NJDOE is implementing changes starting with the Spring 2019 test administration. These changes 
do not go through the State Board process,but are implemented by the Commissioner. This memo describes the 

assessment name, length and time changes that have been implemented by the Commissioner. 

 
State Assessment Name Change 

 

 
The State of New Jersey has ended its membership of the interstate consortium that produced the Partnership for 

Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC} assessments. While the online platform will remain the 

same,the state's mathematics and English Language Arts (ELA} assessments will no longer be called Partnership 
for Assessment of College and Career Readiness (PARCC}. 

 

 
The statewide assessments for ELA and mathematics will be called: 

• New Jersey Student Learning Assessments-ELA {NJSLA-ELA) 

• New Jersey Student Learning Assessment-Mathematics (NJSLA-M) 
 

 
Reduction in the Length and Time of the Tests 

 

Starting with the Spring 2019 statewide assessment,the item counts (i.e., test questions}  will be reduced, 

resulting in fewer  units for ELA. The number  of units for ELA will be reduced from three to two,resulting in a 

reduction of 75 minutes for grade three and 90 minutes for grades four through high school (ELA 10}. 

 
For mathematics, the item counts are being reduced,resulting in fewer units, or testing blocks. In grades three to 
five;the number of units will be reduced from four to three,resulting in a reduction of 60 minutes of testing time. 
For grades six to eight,the number of units remains at three,but the time allotted for each 80-minute unit will be 
reduced by 20 minutes  per unit for a total reduction of 60 minutes  in testing time. Within each unit,the item 
counts have also been reduced. Similarly,the Algebra I end-of-course test will be reduced from three units to two 
units of 90 minutes each,for a total reduction of 90 minutes  of testing time. 



Following this memo is a table showing the old and new testing units and times. Additional information about the 

Spring 2019 implementation will be provided to school districts in coming weeks. 
 

 
Please keep in mind that these are interim changes resulting from the Phase I outreach  to stakeholders.The 

NJDOE will explore long-term changes to the state's assessment systems and high school assessment policies 

during the next phase of stakeholder  outreach,which begins this fall. 

 
For additional information,please contact the NJDOE's Office of Assessments at assessment@doe.nj.gov or (609) 

376-3960. 
 
 
 
 

c:  Members, State Board of Education 

Lamont 0. Repollet,Ed.D.,Commissioner of Education 

NJDOE Staff 
Statewide Parent Advocacy Network 

Garden State Coalition of Schools 
NJ LEE Group 



Unit 
Unit Testing Time 

(Minutes) 

Unit 1 75 
Unit 2 75 

Total:2 Units Total:150 Minutes 

Unit 
Unit Testing Time 

(Minutes) 

Unit 1 90 
Unit 2 90 

Total: 2 Units Total:180 Minutes 

Unit 
Unit Testing Time 

(Minutes) 

Unit 1 90 
Unit 2 90 

Total:2 Units Total:180 Minutes 

ELA Units and Testing Times 
 
 
 

2018 PARCC ELA Assessments- ELA Grade 3  2019 NJSLA-ELA- ELA Grade 3 
 

 
 

Unit 
Unit Testing Time 

{Minutes) 

Unit 1 75 
Unit 2 75 
Unit 3 75 

Total:3 Units Total:225 Minutes 
 
 
 

2018 PARCC ELA Assessments -ELA Grades 4 and 5 2019 NJSLA-ELA- ELA Grades 4 and 5 

 
 

Unit 
Unit Testing Time 
(Minutes) 

Unit 1 90 
Unit 2 90 
Unit 3 90 

Total:3 Units Total: 270 Minutes 

 
 

 
2018 PARCC ELA Assessments- ELA Grades 6-8 and 

Grades 9-11 

2019 NJSLA-ELA- ELA Grades 6-8 and Grade 10 

 
   

Unit 
Unit Testing Time 
{Minutes) 

Unit 1 90 
Unit 2 90 
Unit 3 90 

Total:3 Units Total: 270 Minutes 



Subject Unit 
Unit Testing 

Time (Minutes) 

Math Grades 3-5 Unit 1 60 

  Unit 2 60 

  Unit 3 60 

     
Total 3 Units 180 Minutes 

Subject(s) Unit 
Unit Testing 

Time (Minutes) 

Math Grades 6-8 Unit 1 60 

  Unit 2 60 

Unit 3 60 

Total 3 Units 180 Minutes 

Subject(s) Unit 
Unit  Testing 
Time (Minutes) 

Algebra I Unit 1 90 

  Unit 2 90 

     

Total 2 Units 180 Minutes 

 

Mathematics Units and Testing Times 
 
 

2018 PARCC Mathematics Assessments Grades 3-5  2019 NJSLA-Mathematics Grades 3-5 

 
 

Subject(s) 
 

Unit 
Unit Testing 

Time (Minutes) 

Math Grades 3-5 Unit 1 60 

  Unit 2 60 

  Unit 3 60 

  Unit4 60 

Total 4 Units 240 Minutes 

 
2018 PARCC Mathematics Assessments Grades 6-8  2019 NJSLA-Mathematics Grades 6-8 

 
 

Subject(s) 
 

Unit 
Unit Testing 

Time (Minutes) 

Math Grades 6-8 Unit 1 80 

  Unit 2 80 

  Unit 3 80 

Total 3 Units 240 Minutes 
 

 
 

2018 PARCC Algebra and Geometry Assessments  2019 PARCC Algebra Assessment 

 
 

Subject(s) 
 

Unit 
Unit  Testing 

Time (Minutes) 

Algebra I, 

Geometry, 

Algebra II 

Unit 1 90 

Unit 2 90 

Unit 3 90 

Total 3 Units 270 Minutes 

 


